Coronavirus Antibodies in Bat Biologists
In this brief report, the authors were looking for serologic evidence of Coronavirus infection among bat biologists attending an international meeting in the United States. Of the 350 registered biologists, 90 (26%) participated. Of the participants, 89% had worked with or studied bats in North America, 21% in South America, 11% in Africa, 8% in Asia, 7% in Europe, and 6% in Australia. The survey found no evidence of SARS-CoV transmission from bats to humans. However, the authors go on to state that additional studies of bat SARS-CoV infections in a larger number of persons who have been in contact with the species found to be positive for SARSlike CoV are needed before the risk for SARS-like CoV transmission from bats to humans can be clearly understood.
Stockman, L. J., Haynes, L. M., Miao, C., Harcourt, J. L., Rupprecht, C. E., Ksiazek, T. G., et al. (2008) "The proposed NBAF would enable us to meet the challenges posed by the intentional or unintentional introduction of a foreign animal or zoonotic disease that could threaten the U.S. livestock industry, food supply, and public health," said Homeland Security Under Secretary for Science and Technology Jay Cohen. "By expanding and modernizing our ability to develop advanced test and evaluation capabilities and vaccine countermeasures for these types of diseases, we protect not only our nation's security, but also the vibrancy of our agriculture system." A Notice of Availability will be published in the Federal Register, and DHS will host public meetings near each proposed site later this summer. The NBAF Draft EIS, as well as information on submitting comments during the 60-day comment period, will also be available at www.dhs.gov/nbaf. The NBAF Final EIS is expected in late fall 2008, and a Record of Decision on if, and where, the NBAF would be constructed will be published no less than 30 days after the completion of the Final EIS. Available from: www.dhs.gov/xnews/releases/pr_ 1213985419513.shtm
Iran Biosafety Clearing House (IBCH)
This is an interesting web site with links to biosafety guidelines in the U.S. and other parts of the world. It still appears to need some additional work and updating. Some links are in Arabic. 
